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pone Continental Days 
of Resistance 


In front of the Hall Building 


Students Helping Students CSU opens Student Advocacy Centre at Loyola 


By the UNabridged 


Concordia students on the Loyola 
Campus in need of support from their 
union no longer have to take the 
shuttle bus to find it, with the recent 
opening of the CSU Advocacy Centre 
on the Loyola Campus. The first 


advocacy centerwas opened earlier 
this fall on the downtown campus. 
“The Loyola Advocacy Centre will 


allow us to meet the high demands for 
the service as well as be accessible to 
all students,” Ralph Lee, CSU Vice 
President Academic/Advocacy, 
explained. “Students now have the 
option to get help and good advice on 
any issue on either campus.” Lee is 
one of the center’s three experienced 
student advocates, who have each 
been professionally trained in 
university rules and regulations and 
conflict resolution. The Advocacy 


(I-r) Student Advocates Jean-Marc Bouchard, Ralph Lee and April Lehner 
outside the SGW Student Advocacy Centre. 
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Centre assists students with disputes, 
defense against accusations, among a 
wide range of university-related 
issues. The advocates make every 
effort to ensure that students know 
their rights and obligations, and help 
help them navigate the university 
bureaucracy. “If students have been 
accused of cheating or are faced with 
any problem -- big or small — Student 
Advocates will provide _ solid 
representation and advice at all levels,” 
Lee said. “Whether it takes a meeting 
with a professor or going through a 
formal hearing process, the Advocacy 
Centre will ensure that students are 
treated in a fair and just manner.” 
Having access to advocacy a can play a 
crucial role in a student’s university 
experience, he added. “Some decisions 
made by the university can affect the 
rest of a student’s life. The Student 
Advocacy Centre is here to offer help 
and support”. 

The Student Advocacy Centre 
has three advocates (see bios below), 
who are available for consultation 
Mondays to Friday between 10:30 am— 
4:30 pm on both campuses (some hours 
will vary). The downtown center is 
located in room H-644 of the Hall 
Building, the Loyola center right beside 
the Cafeteria in room  SC-115. 
Appointments can be made by calling 
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the Centre at 848 - 7461. The Advocacy 
Centre has a sstrict policy of 
confidentiality and will not act on your 
behalf unless authorized to do so. 

Jean-Marc Bouchard 'S an 
undergraduate student majoring in 
Political Science and Sociology. He 
has two and a half years experience as 
a student advocate through advocacy 
and support services. He has spent 
two years volunteering as a peer 
counselor and supervisor. Jean-Marc 
has strong mediation skills and is 
passionate about student rights and 
issues. He is also the father of two 
young daughters. 

Lehner iS an undergraduate 
student majoring in Anthropology and 
Studio Arts. She-has over two years 
experience as a volunteer peer 
counselor at the Women’s Centre. 
April has worked first hand with 
students who have been the victims of 
racist, sexist and homophobic 
behavior and is determined to fight for 
students who have faced any sort of 
discrimination. 

Lee is CSU Vice-President 
Academic/Advocacy. Like April and 
Jean Marc, he is passionate about 
student rights and issues. He is 
determined to fight for students and 
has been instrumental in opening 
Advocacy Centers on both campuses. 
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WHATIS CRACKING? 
NEWS © NOTES FROM ROUND THE CSU 


Students protest; Engler 


writes exam 

The day after CSU VP Yves Engler 
was arrested for sitting at a table 
handing out leaflets on October 16th, 
hundreds of Concordia students held a 
protest on the Mezzanine. As the 
People’s Potato served up a delicious 
meal and nearly every media outlet in 
the province snapped away with their 
cameras, students took the 
microphone and_ voiced their 
condemnations of the moratorium. 
Not all students agreed, with one even 
interrupting Engler and CSU President 
Sabine Friesinger’s press conference 
to voice his support for the ban on all 
Israel-Palestine activities. Friesinger 
invited him up to speak, but the 
student refused. Engler, who had been 
told that he was barred from campus 
even though he had an exam that day, 
was then escorted by a group of 
students to write a test for his Politics 
of the Middle East class. Meanwhile, it 
was reported that a convoy of police 
vehicles, perhaps larger than the 20- 
car caravan that had been used to 
arrest Yves the day before, had arrived 
on the scene. No arrests were made. 


CSU supports Falun Gong 

On. October 10th, CSU VP 
Academic/Advocacy Ralph Lee joined 
a large crowd that included human 
rights groups and members of 
Parliament to express support for the 
practitioners of the Falun Gong, the 
ancient spiritual practice that has been 
repressed in China. In a speech at tge 
rally, Lee affirmed the CSU’s support 
for the human rights of the 70 million 
people that practice Falun Gong in the 
country, and later presented a letter 
from the CSU addressed to Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien expressing 
similar concerns. 


CSU remembers: 

The CSU has joined with 
the Concordia Political Science 
Students Association in a nation- 
wide campaign to honour 
Canada’s war veterans and all 
victims of military conflict. This 
Remembrance Day, members of 
the CSU executive will join a 
contingent of Concordia 
students at a commemorative 
ceremony in Ottawa. 
Concordia’s name _ will be 
displayed along with 64 other 
Canadian universities in a giant 
Canadian flag that will be 
covered across the 
Parliamentary Lawn. 
“Remembrance Day not only 
provides us with the opportunity 


underfunded it this year. In response, 
CSU President Sabine Friesinger 
reaffirmed “the union’s commitment to 
the French paper as a forum where 
Francophone issues can be discussed 
and addressed at Concordia 
University.” She added that she would 
commit herself to ensuring that the 
paper can continue to come out once a 
month for the rest of her mandate, and 
that she would support an independent 
fee levy for next year’s Concordia 
Frangais. She is also working with the 
Dean of Students office to ensure that 
the paper can have adequate space to 
work from. While newspapers like the 
bi-weekly McGill Daily also publish in 
French (Le Délit), Concordia, home to 
5000 francophone students, only has 
the monthly Concordia Frangais. 


Orientation Rocksthe Casbah 

The CSU Orientation Festival 
kicked off the 2002-03 school year in a 
major way. The week-long jamboree, 
which ran from September 9-14th, 
featured a myriad of activities that 
welcomed new and returning students 
to the most exciting and dynamic 
university campus in Canada. For 
three days, student clubs and 
associations took part in expos held on 
the Terrace, the Mezz and Mackay St. 
(which got closed off for an entire 
splendid Thursday afternoon). 
Students were entertained with a host 
of DJs and the live performances of 
Klezmer act Shtriemel and Andean 
band Folklore de Andes, as well as 
jazz-funk Montreal band Kobayashi, 
who played as part of the Arts & 
Science Faculty Association’s 


mainstage event on the terrace.The 
festival also featured keynote lectures 
from renowned Toronto Star columnist 
Linda McQuaig, who spoke on how 
corporate , 
subordinating 


globalization is 
social and 


Debbie Young, dub poet, moves the crowd 


to honour the fallen soldiers of quring the CSU Orientation Festival - Photo 


war,” CSU President Sabine 
Friesinger said, “but the chance 
to reflect on how terrible and unlawful 
war has been throughout history.” 
Friesinger added that these lessons 
take on the utmost significance given 
the current prospects of a war on Iraq. 


Concordia Frangais copies 


stolen, CSU blamed: 

On Tuesday, October 15th, over 
800 copies of Concordia Fran¢ais, the 
university’s only francophone journal, 
were stolen from their racks. Some 
members of the paper quickly pointed 
fingers at the CSU, which has helped 
distribute rags like the independently- 
produced Gazelle. CSU newspaper 
dispenser extrordinaire Yves Engler 
denied that he had ever moved copies 
of the Frangais. The paper is also upset 
with the CSU because it alleges that 
the union has deliberately 


by Mike Pochwat 


environmental well-being to private 
profit, and Lee Maracle, Professor of 
Canadian Culture at Western 
Washington University, who spoke on 
the colonial mentality of our times and 
how it contrasts to that of Aboriginal 
peoples, whose way of life can point us 
towards illuminating and inspiring 
ways of dealing with the many 
problems that face us. A planned 
lecture by Depaul University Professor 
Norman Finkelstein on the Israel- 
Palestine conflict was cancelled in the 
wake of the September 9th protests 
against Benjamin Netanyahu. 

The week ended superbly with 
a day of workshops by the Festival’s 
main act, New. York — Afro-beat 
ensemble Antibalas. The international 
sensation treated Concordia students 
to a lengthy workshop that spanned 
issues from music to political activism, 


and how the group has merged the 
two over the course of their career. 
That night,* over 1200 Concordia 
students were treated to a free show 
from the band at the Spectrum, who 
had them dancing and _ partying 
throughout their two and half a hour 
set. Opening acts dub-poet Debbie 
Young and DJ Andy Williams got the 
crowd going with rousing sets. Mucho 
thanks to Sara Dent, Orientation 
Coordinator, Stefan Christoff and 
Stephan Herman for their work in 
putting on such an amazing event. Stay 
tuned for what we got coming next... 


Mor?! What is it good for? 

No matter how the university 
tried to spin it, the moratorium is still 
in effect. On October 21st, the 
university’s Board of Governors voted 
against Rector Frederick Lowy’s 
request to fully lift the ban on Middle 
East-related activity and _ student 


Back in Stride: Hillel students table on the Mezz 


tabling. While they did remove the 
restrictions on the Mezz, student clubs 
still. cannot table in the lobby of the 
Hall building; nor can they engage in 
Middle East activities anywhere on 
campus. And the rector can still punish 
any student that breaks’ these 
restrictions without following due 
process. The BOG’s decision stands in 
opposition to virtually everyone that 
previously supported the ban, Rector 
Lowy included, as well as the editorial 
board of the Montreal Gazette. On 
October 19th, the paper ran an 
editorial entitled “Moratorium Must 
Go”, writing that “[neither] the ban nor 
one-man rule befits Concordia as a 
place of intellectual inquiry and free 
debate.... the moratorium, however 
well intentioned, has become an 
odious infringement on individual 
freedom of speech.” Go Gazette! 


Low Ranking, High Fees: 


Concordia got another bad 
ranking in a national media listing of 
universities. A Globe & 


Mail/Uthink/Strategic Counsel report 
published on October 23rd _ listed 
Concordia as number 26 out of 29 
Canadian universities. We did 
however, make #2 on the list of 
additional fees, coming in at $902! 
(McGill was first with $1,015). The 
rankings are based on a survey of 
21,000 students across Canada 
conducted last April. Concordia’s 
main problem in the rankings never 
seems to concern the quality of its 
education — the school is renowned for 
its achievements in several fields, 
including our business school, Fine 
Arts Department, and Engineering 
program —- but on the quality of its 
services and infrastructure. 


Umoja 

Students in the African Students 
Association have spearheaded a new 
all-encompassing campus 
multicultural group, Umoja. 
According to its website, Umoja “is the 
governing body of all multicultural 
organizations on the Concordia 
campus. It is presently a committee 


ity 


under the Concordia Students Union. 
Umoja is the Swahili word for unity.” 
The group has been established to 
“anite multicultural organizations on 
campus... to become a basis of support 
for all people on campus,” and “to help 
promote unity.” It also intends “to 
educate the Concordia community of 
the continuing socio-economic and 
political needs as well as_ the 
aspirations of people of different 
cultural descents to the Canadian 
society at large.” Umoja has already 
planned a series of activities and 
events for the rest of the school year. 
For more info, check out their website 
at www.geocities.com/umojaconcordia 


Robert Fisk to speak at 


Concordia 

Eminent Middle East 
correspondent Robert Fisk, arguably 
the most knowledgeable Western 
journalist on Mideast affairs, comes to 
Concordia on November 17th straight 
from his beat in Beirut, Lebanon, 
where he reports for the London 
Independent. Fisk will be speaking on 
the War on Terrorism in Iraq and 


- Afghanistan, and maybe even a little 


on that conflict that we’re not allowed 
to talk about! Fisk, who is known for 
his outspoken stance on U.S.-U.K. 
policy in the region, is also famed for 
having interviewed Osama bin Laden a 
few years before the 9/11 attacks. 
Anybody interested in the Middle East 
and world affairs should attend this 
lecture. Tickets will be available soon 
from the CSU. On that same day, 
Canadians across the country will be 
taking place in a national day of action 
in protest of the upcoming war on Iraq. 


Bonkif?! 

The management of Concordia’s 
famed student bar formerly known as 
Reggie’s have changed its name to 
Bonkif. Students everywhere are 
asking: what the fuck is Bonkif? 


The UNabridged is 
the monthy 
newsletter of the 
Concordia Student 
Union 


Comments? Questions? 
address them to 


communications@csu.tao.ca 


Editorial board for this issue - 
Yves Engler, Aaron Maté 
Layout and much design by = 
Margot Brennan 


Copy edited by + Aaron Maté, 


Adam Slater 


Vol. 2 * Issue 2 
October 2002 


Special thanks to: The writers 
and contributors, the student 
activists. who have been 
pouring their hearts into so 
many recent campaigns, 24 
hour everything and anything, 
and the supportive folks at the 
Little Burgundy Union United 
Church who opened their doors. 


Continental Days of 


Resistance Against t 
CALL TO ACTION 


by the National Campaign Against the 
FTAA (Ecuador) 


The following call to action was 
put out by the National Campaign 
Against the FTAA (Ecuador), a 
coalition of most of Ecuador's social 
movement organizations ane 
NGO's, including the CONA 


national indigenous federati6n), the 
CONFEUNASSC-CNC_ (the most 
powerful national campesino 


organization), the CEOSL (the largest 
labor federation), the Campamento 
Internacional Permanente Por 
Justicia Social y la Dignidad de 
Pueblos, Accisn Ecolsgica, 
other groups. 

The networks, mtinental 
campaigns, and social organizations of 
our respective countries, committed to 
the campaign against the FTAA, call 
for continental participation and 
support for the Days of Resistance and 
Struggle against the FTAA that are 
planned for the city of Quito, from the 
27th of October to the 1st of November 
of this year. 

In the moment that the ministers 
of commerce of the 34 countries of 
America (with the exception of Cuba) 
meet in Quito, behind closed doors, to 
continue negotiating the so-called Free 
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), 
the social movements and Peoples of 
our continent will meet in Ecuador in 
order to show our complete rejection 
of this model of integration that our 
governments, committed as they are to 
neoliberalism, would like to impose on 
every one of our countries. 


by Yves Engler , VP Communications 


In this month's lead up to the Oct. 
31 hemispheric student strike and day 
of action against the Free Trade Area 
of the Americas, it is my hope that 
there will be a great deal of critical 
analysis regarding corporate 
globalization. In the past this analysis 


has all too often been overly simplistic, . 


missing some fundamental aspects of 
the workings of globalized capitalism. 

Critics generally focus on how 
corporate globalization is opening the 
economy up to the competitive market. 
Survival of the fittest in the 
marketplace is what corporations are 
supposed to want. 

This story is only partly true. 
Corporations don't want competition. 
They want selective competition -- 
competition for others but not for 
themselves. Think about it. Obviously 
it's easier to make money when you are 
the only game in town. Companies (or 
lemonade vendors for that matter) who 
face significant competition usually 
make less money. 

The patented pharmaceutical 
industry is a prime example. These 
corporations don't lobby for "free" 
markets; they lobby for patent controls 
to drive up their profits. With patent 
protection, pharmaceutical companies 
gain a monopoly over the sales of 
"their" drugs, excluding others from 
competing. As a result of today's 
insanely high level of patent 
protection, the nine largest 
pharmaceutical companies made an 


‘this plan of 


la 


Corporate Globalization: 


Under the false pretext that the 
FTAA will bring progress and well- 
being to our peoples, our governments 
have committed themselves _ to 
negotiating a type of integration that 
will consolidate the hegemony of the 
U.S. via political, economic, : 
military domination. They hope te 

integration, 
stret hes from Alaska to . 


second Peoples Sum 
in the massive mobiliz 
Alegre, 3 
must continue on all fron 

The FTAA will bring 6 
more social _— exclusion,” 
unemployment, more poverty, 
debt, including the end of the m 
social gains workers have real 
through struggle. 

The FTAA will also bring a 
greater level of militarization and 
control of the natural resources of the 
continent, through the imposition of 
Plan Colombia, the Andean Regional 
Initiative, and Plan Puebla Panama. 

The FTAA will strengthen the 
domination of larger economies 
smaller ones. The U.S. and C 
alone represent almost 80% 4 
combined GDP of the contin 
other 33 countries sharing 


average return on investment of 40.9 
per cent between 1991-2000, while the 
business wide average was 15 per cent 
(pharmaceutical costs now eat up over 
15 per cent of our Medicare budget, 
nearly double the level 25 years ago). 
Our high level of patent 
protection is not something that has 
existed forever. Rather it is intrinsically 
linked with the process of capitalist 
globalization. Following the Free Trade 
Agreement with the US in 1989 and the 
later one with Mexico, the Canadian 


Corporations don't want 
competition. They want 
selective competition -- 

competition for others but 
not for themselves. 


government increased Canadian 
patent protection from 17 to 20 years. 
Brian Mulroney's aim was to please the 
powerful US pharmaceutical interests 
by bringing Canadian patent 
protection in line with those of our 
Southern neighbour. 

Furthermore, last year, Canada's 
pharmaceutical patent protection was 
further strengthened after the Liberal 
government succumbed to a World 
Trade Organization ruling that forced 
them to make the patent system more 
restrictive and less competitive. 

In fact, one of the central goals of 
the WTO, through the Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights 
agreement, is to harmonize the world's 
patent protection to those of the US. 
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Anti-globalization actions in Ecuador 


them the remaining 20 percent. In this 
, We know that a model lik 


of the nations 
1d impeding any 
ased in diversity, 
equity and social 


For these reasons, for our right to 
eignty, for the right of our 


to-—— just, democratic, 
mentally-sound development, 
ice, for life, against 


, against debt, for an end 
‘and the domination of the 
over our continent, we 
and present in Quito 


to STOP the FTAA. We will be in Quito 
so that the Ministers of Commerce and 
their partners 
of this model of i 
with which the U. 
consolidate its domina 
continent. 

These days in Quito will be days 
of struggle and resistance, as well. as 
days of popular education, reflection, 
analysis, of cultural and _ artistic 
expression that represents’ the 
multicultural and multi-sectoral 
richness of our struggles. We will be 
thousands, coming from all 35 
countries, making our voices heard, in 
order to say, loud and strong: 


No to the FTAA! Yes to Life! 
Another America is Possible! ; 


Free Markets or Free Rackets? 


Contrary to what might come to 
mind, patents are not solely used to 
protect pharmaceutical drugs. A whole 
range of items, ranging from GM's 
new car to Pepsi, can be patented. 
Recently the US Patent Office enlarged 
its definition of what can be patented. 
They granted a patent that covers any 
computerized process for automating 
international commerce paperwork. 
This, according to the Wall Street 
Journal, is effectively a patent on 
"business methods." Not surprisingly, 
over the past 20 years the number of 
patents issued annually in the US has 
nearly tripled. In our age of 
"globalization," where we are 
supposed to have faith in the "free" 
market, corporations are doing 
something different, increasingly 
monopolizing the market through 
patents. 

Coffee production is another area 
where selective competition has 
increased with''capitalist globalization. 
It started in 1989 with the US-initiated 
suspension of the International Coffee 
Agreement. This agreement was a 
form of economic interventionism, 
which helped to stabilize world coffee 
prices. Its collapse led to a fall in prices 
of more than 40 per cent within two 
months, while more recently prices 
have again dropped drastically. 

However, in Canada we have not 
seen a corresponding decrease in the 
price of a cup of coffee. Instead, 
competition amongst coffee growers 
has expanded, allowing 
megacorporations to undercut local 
prices and devastate many of the 25 
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million mainly small-scale coffee 
growers. Recently, the four largest 
companies - Kraft, Nestle, Sara Lee 
and Procter & Gamble who buy nearly 
half the world's coffee crop, have seen 
steady increases in their profits. A 
leading Ugandan paper explains it 
well. "The people making the big 
money from coffee are international 
companies like Starbucks who get. $3 
selling just one cup of coffee, while the 
Ugandan farmer gets only 8 cents from 
a kilogram of the beans." 

The market in itself is not the 
problem. Milton Friedman, neo-liberal 
globalization's main ideologue, 
correctly argues that people will 
naturally develop markets. He forgets, 
however, to mention that markets do 
not necessarily have to be based upon 
domination by gigantic corporations 
as they are under today's globalized 
capitalism. History shows us that First 
Nations people had extensive markets 
where people from British Columbia to 
Northern Mexico would exchange. 
Similarly, logic tells us that trading 
between equals can be mutually 
beneficial. 

The problem is not the market but 
the manner in which it is dominated. 
Markets controlled by anti-democratic 
corporations, who profit at. the 
expense of the majority, are 
problematic. What we need instead is 
not a centrally planned economy but 
genuine democracy both in the 
marketplace and in the political realm. 
Let's call this economic democracy. 


stop FTAA Unveil 


by Public Citizen: Global Trade 
Watch 


What is "FTAA"? 

The Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA) is the formal name 
given to an expansion of NAFTA (the 
North 


pence Free ‘Trade 
t would include nearly 
‘ies in the western 
n assive NAFTA 
expansion rently 
negotiated in secret by 
ministers from a total of 3: : 
North, Central and 


being 
trade 


d privatization 
hemisphere- 


power corporations to constra 
governments from setting standar 
for public health and safety, to 
safeguard their workers, and to 


The goal of the FTAA is to 
impose the failed NAFTA 
model of increased 
privatization and deregulation 
hemisphere-wide. 


ensure corporations do not pollute 
the communities in which they 


operate. Effectively, these rules would 
handcuff governments’ public interest 
policymaking and enhance corporate 
control at the expense of citizens 
FTAA 


throughout the Americas. 


weuld deepen the negative effects of 
NAFTA we've seen in Canada, Mexico 
and the U.S. over the past seven years 
and expand NAFTA's damage to the 
other 31 countries involved. The 
ETAA would intensify NAFTA's "race 
to, the bottom": under FTAA, 
exploited workers in Mexico could be 
leveraged against even more 
desperate workers in Haiti, 


Guatemala or Brazil by compa: 
seeking tariff-free access back ini 
U.S. markets. 

Accords like the FTAA a 
particularly damaging to 
the South, who 


y the border region 
intensified industrial activity. Yet even 


‘ this small "gain" has not brought 


perity. Over one million more 
Mexica ork for less than the 
i wage of $3.40 per day today 
e NAFTA, and during the 
period, eight million 
Méxicans have fallen from the middle 
class into poverty. 

e In addition, the increase of 
der industry has_ created 
vorsening environmental and public 


e border, the 
some ___ diseases, 
is two or three 
age, due to lack 


t and = safe 


ade publicly avail: 
cannot know the full detai 
draft text. But based on previous 
agreements and examples, _ the 
following consequences are easily 
predictable: 

Essential Social Services 
Endangered: The FTAA will contain a 
series of commitments to "liberalize" 
services, which is much like the 
General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS) within the WTO. 
"Services" is a broad category that 
includes education, health care, 


environmental services (which can. 


include access to water!), energy, 
postal services and anything else we 
pay for that isn't a physical object. 


Investment and a Backdoor MAI: 
FTAA NAFTA expansion provides a 


potential "back door" for the 
Multilateral Agreement on 
Investment (MAD, through 


negotiations focused on investments 
and in the financial services sector. 
Wi didn't call the MAI "NAFTA on 


U.S.-based Metalclad Corp. 
sued a Mexican state to allow 
a toxic waste disposal site 


on NAFTA direct NAFTA 


may cost the corporations 
e more in operating costs. In ot 
words, the FTAA would provide 
hemispheric "regulatory takings" 
clause that explicitly values corporate 
profits over human costs. NAFTA 
cases that set a likely precedent for 
FTAA actions under this provision 
have affected all countries. Two years 
ago, U.S.-based Ethyl Corporation 
forced Canada to pay $13 million in 
damages and drop its ban on the 
dangerous gasoline additive MMT, a 
known toxin that attacks the human 
nervous system. Other regulations 
protecting public health and the 
environment remain open for attack 
under NAFTA and FTAA. 

In a similar case, U.S.-based 
Metalclad Corp. sued a Mexican state 
to allow a toxic waste disposal site, 
claiming that the environmental 
zoning law forbidding the dump 
constituted an effective seizure of the 
company's property - a seizure that, 
under the property rights extended by 
NAFTA (and to be perpetuated in 
FTAA), requires that the offending 
government compensate the 
company. 

Food, Agriculture & GMOs: The 
U.S. is trying to force all countries to 
accept biotechnology and genetically 
modified (GM) foods in which 
unregulated U.S.-based corporations 
have taken a lead. Yet food security 


= FIA 


Americas 


organizations all over the world agree 
that these technologies will increase 
hunger in poor nations. Being forced 
to buy expensive patented seeds every 
season, rather than saving and 
planting their own, will force 
traditional subsistence farmers in the 
developing world into dependency on 
transnational corporations and closer 
to the brink of starvation. If the U.S. 
position wins out, FTAA will promote 
the interests of biotech and 
agribusiness giants like Archer 
Daniels Midland (ADM), Cargill and 
Monsanto over the interests of 
hungry people in developing nations. 

Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR): The U.S. is trying to expand 
rporate protectionism 
patents to the whole 
hemisphere. These rules give a 
company with a patent in one country 
the monopoly marketing rights to the 
item throughout the region. These 


rules are enforced with cash fines and 
criminal penalties, making these rules 
even harsher than the WTO IPR rules. 
These rules have been used as 
justification for pharmaceutical 
companies to quash compulsory 
licensing mechanisms to allow 
competitor companies to manufacture 
a drug in exchange for a fee for 
"renting" the patent. This monopoly 
control allows pharmaceutical 
corporations to keep drug prices high 
and block production of generic 
versions of life-saving drugs, which 
spells disaster for the ill and 
impoverished, especially in 
developing nations. These rules also 
allow companies to "bioprospect" and 
lock down patents for traditional 
medicines that are considered 
"traditional knowledge," effectively 
robbing indigenous people of their 
cultural heritage to fatten corporate 
wallets. 


Wanna Lagat: what's in iste works at CWC (Concordia Women's Centre)? 


by Stacia 


Trans Education Series at CWC 

This series will focus on some of the issues 
of transsexuals 
transgendered folks in Montreal. Activities and 


impacting the lives 


events include: 


$ a boy! It’s a girl! It’s not what you think! 


. 


Wednesday, November 6th from 7-9pm 


2110 Mackay, ist Floor 


Discussion for Care Givers in the Trans Communities 


Discussion 


and 
2110 Mackay, 1st Floor 


101 for Health Care Professionals 

Discussion with Viviane Namaste 

Tuesday, December 3rd from 1pm-4pm 

1455 de Maisonneuve Ouest (Hall Building) room 


535-2 


Trans Issues in Different Native Communities 


Workshop 


Wednesday, November 13th from 6:30-8:30pm 


2110 Mackay, 1st Floor 


Trans Realities 
Panel Discussion 


Wednesday, November 20th from 7-9pm 


Location TBA 


The Black Star Women's Civic Participation 


Project 


CWC is proud to be one of the sponsors & 


Monday, November 25th from 7-9pm 


Childcare for the campus community 


CWC is working on a response to the need for 


childcare for the concordia community. Please 


contact us in the meantime if you need support 
finding childcare resources off campus, please give 


us a Call at 514-848-7431 or 514-848-7880. 


We have lots of stuff going on at the centre. If you 
are interested in joining any of our various working 


groups or committees, or just in getting more info 
about our programs & services, call us at 848-7431 


CWC and all of its services strive to be accessible & 


open to transexuals (men and women) and 


supporters of this one day forum on the obstacles 
to civic participation faced by women of ethno- 


all communities. 


cultural communities of Quebec. Open to women of 


Saturday, November 16th 10am-6pm. : 
1455 de Maisonneuve Ouest (Hall Building) room 


TBA. 
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transgendered people. 


Algerians Left Waiting 


by the Comité d’action des 
sans-statut algériens 


The fate of an Algerian family 
currently taking refuge in a Montreal 
church from the threat of deportation 
has been has been left in the balance 
for at least another week. At a press 
conference Saturday, October 26, 
Immigration Minister Pierre Coddere 
said that he will review the case of 
Mourad Bourouisa, 37, his wife 
Yakout Seddiki (known to her friends 
as Nadia) 36, and their 2-year-old 
Canadian-born son Ahmed. Nadia is 
currently in the 14th week of her 
pregnancy, which has been an 
extremely stressful one given the 
constant threat of returning to a 
country wrought with civil war and 


At the same time that 
Immigration Canada has taken 
steps to deport non-status 
Algerians, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and 
International trade has issued a 
warning to all Canadians on 
visiting the North African 
country. 


mass killings. The family is currently 
living in a tiny room in the basement 
of Montreal’s Union United Church, 
where they have taken refuge since 
their scheduled deportation last week. 

Mourad, Nadia and Ahmed are 
among over’ 1000  non-status 
Algerians, mostly residents of 
Montreal, that are currently facing 
deportation back to their native 
country. Immigration Canadian lifted 
the moratorium on _ Algerian 
deportees this past April, despite 
Algeria’s dangerous and_ unsafe 
political climate. In the last decade 
alone, over 120,000 people have lost 
their lives to extremist groups and 
government military forces. On the 
same day that Mourad and Nadia 
were to be deported, at least seven 
civilians were killed at a _ fake- 
checkpoint on an Eastern Algeria 
highway. All died after having their 
throats slit. 

At the same time that 
Immigration Canada has taken steps 
to deport non-status Algerians, the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International trade has issued a 
warning to all Canadians on visiting 
the North African country. 
"Canadians should defer all tourist 


by the UNabridged 


The singin’ and swingin’ of 
generations of Big Band music will be 
on display to Concordia audiences later 
this month, as the Concordia Music 
department brings “Bring ‘Em Back” to 
the Oscar Petersen Concert Hall. The 
hour-long musical, penned by 
acclaimed Winnipeg jazz musician Ron 
Paley, features a formidable cast of 
some of the finest performers and 
musicians that Concordia’s esteemed 
Music Department has to offer. 

“It’s a night of fun, music and 
dancing,” explains Jeri Brown, 
-Professor of Jazz and Vocal Studies at 
Concordia, and director of the show. 
“We just hope audiences will be able to 
stay in their seat!” Indeed, by the 
sounds of it, the task may be difficult. 
Inspired by Paly’s own experiences in 
decades of tours and concerts around 
the world with some of the world’s best 
jazz musicians, “Bring Em Back” serves 

“up a soulful revue of the many genres 


travel to Algeria,” it 
advises. “Other Canadians 
should evaluate carefully 
the implications. for their 
security and safety before 
deciding to travel to 
Algeria, due to continuous 
terrorist activity in some 
parts of the country. 
Violence has occurred in 
many regions of Algeria, 
both urban and rural." 
The plight of Mourad, 
Nadia and Ahmed and the 
other Algerian refugee 
claimants has been taken 


up by a broad coalition of Nadia and Mourad at a press conference before 
Montrealers, from religious they sought sancuary 


groups to social justice activists. The 
family of devout Muslims is currently 
living in the basement of an African- 
Canadian church, one of the country’s 
oldest black churches, and are 
provided help, support and childcare 
by a group of social justice activists 
and other members of the community. 
Their combined efforts have helped 
raise national attention to their 
situation, which has_ received 
widespread public sympathy. As a 
Montreal Gazette editorial pointed out 
recently, “[it] is immoral of Canada to 
advise Canadian citizens not to step 
foot in Algeria because of the danger 
of being killed while deporting 
Algerian refugee claimants who have 
alleged a fear of being persecuted in 
their homeland. Either the country is 


Ironically, [Mourad] was 
recently approved for a work 
permit on the fifth attempt, 10 
days after he received his 
deportation order. 


safe or it isn't. We cannot operate a 
system based on two separate scales 
of danger, one for citizens, the other 
for refugee claimants.” 


Up until they were to be . 


deported, the family lived in a small 
one-bedroom apartment in the suburb 
of St-Leonard on the island of 
Montreal. Mourad and Nadia are 
French-speakers (Mourad also speaks 
English). Nadia -- who was the 
director of a childcare facility for over 
250 kids before leaving Algeria -- 
intends to update her credentials and 
work as a childcare worker here. At 
present, she has not been allowed to 
study in Canada. Mourad -- who is 
trained as an accountant and 
currently works as a taxi driver -- 


he’s explored and been inspired by 
over the years — jazz, gospel, funk, soul, 
and even a little hip hop. All are 
encountered through the travails of 
main character Chase Logan, a future- 
era Space Station DJ who travels back 
into the past in search of an inspiration 
to the lackluster contemporary music 
of his time. The various eras he 
encounters each unveil a different 
genre of Big Band music — the soul of 
gospel, the swing of jazz, the groove of 
funk, and teach Chase a lot about the 
artists that play them. And no time- 
travel story is complete without a little 
inter-era love interest, as Chase gets 
himself involved in Destiny Faith, an 
R&B singer he meets along the way. 
The show is the end-of-term 
production for Music, now in its tenth 
year under Brown’s guidance. The 
course allows Music students to merge 
their musical skills with drama and 
dancing in a performance oriented 
setting . “My aim is to give the student 
the experience of the dramatic,” Brown 
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intends to open a small business here. 
Mourad has applied for a work permit 
four times and has been denied each 
time. Ironically, he was recently 
approved for a work permit on the 
fifth attempt, 10 days after he received 
his deportation order. 

Mourad and WNadia's_ son, 
Ahmed, is two years old, and he 
jabbers in Arabic and French. He has 
learned much of his French by 
listening to neighbors on_ his 
apartment's balcony. Ahmed is also 
suffering from the _ preliminary 
symptoms of asthma that may require 
specialized care not available in 
Algeria. 

Immigration officials have 
already told Mourad and Nadia that if 
they are not able to obtain travel 
documents for their son Ahmed -- a 
Canadian citizen who requires a visa 
to go to Algeria -- that he would be 
kept in Canada while Mourad and 
Nadia would be removed without him. 
To date, the coupled have not received 
documents for Ahmed from the 
Algerian government. 

The threat of separation from her 
son has only added to the stress that 
Nadia faces in the third month of her 
pregnancy. Her physician, Dr. David 
Morris of the Royal Victoria Hospital, 
has written that "The combined 
stresses of deportation and ineffective 
antenatal care pose a _ significant 
threat to the health of Madame 
Seddiki and her unborn child." 
Mourad and Nadia have made a 
"humanitarian and compassionate 
review" claim for permanent 
residence, so that they can remain 
with their son, and continue the lives 
they have made for themselves in 
Canada. 


explains. “Music instruction is very 
geared towards the technical, and I 
want to help them explore the realm of 
performance.” The realm is one that 
Brown is quite familiar with. An 
acclaimed performer and producer, she 
has performed all over the world with 
greats such as Ellis Marsalis, Dizzy 


Gillespie, « Kenny 
Wheeler, Abdullah 
Ibrahim, Cyrus 
Chestnut, Moncef 


Genoud, Chick Corea 
and many others. 
“And now I 
have the privilege of f 
working with a young 
group of _ talented 
performers,” she says of 
her students. “The band 
is tight, the performers 
are tight. Concordia is in 
for a treat.” 
“Bring ‘Em Back”, 


As violence in Algeria persists, Canadian 
government unresponsive to refugees’ plight 


What you can do: 
Get involved with The Comité |. 
d'action des sans-statut algériens 
(The Action Committee for Non- 
Status Algerians). Their website is 
at http://www.tao.ca/~sans-statut/, 
phone number: 514-409-2049, e- 
mail nooneisillegal@ziplip.com. If 
you can offer other help to Mourad, 
Nadia and Ahmed (toy donations, 
clothing, food, etc.), please e-mail 
the "Friends of Mourad, Nadia and 
Ahmed" at montreal@tao.ca or 
phone 514-268-4079. 

You also can contact Minister 
Pierre Coderre's various offices, 
and raise your concerns about the 
case of Mourad, Nadia and Ahmed. 
Be polite, but very firm about this 
case. 

By Phone ¢ Ottawa Office: 613- 
995-6108; Montreal Office: 514-323- 
1212. Please also phone Raymond 
Lussier, Minister Coderre's Senior 
Special Assistant, at 613-954-1064. . 

By Fax ¢ Ministry Office: 613- 
946-8529; Ottawa Office: 613-995- 
9755; Montreal Office: 514-323- 
2875. Send copies of your faxes to 
the "Friends of Mourad, Nadia and 
Ahmed" at 514-848-7450. 

By E-Mail ¢ Minister@cic.gc.ca, 
Coderd@parl.gc.ca and 
Coderd1@parl.gc.ca. Please also e- 
mail Raymond Lussier at 
raymond.lussier@cic.gc.ca. Send 
copies of your e-mail message to 
montreal@tao.ca. 


sf 
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NOVEMBER 9 - SOLIDARITY 
MARCH IN MONTREAL « For the 
| past several months, the Action 
Committee for Non-Status 
Algerians and their allies haye 
organized an active mobilization 


will be a large-scale Solidarity 
March on November 9, 2002. The 
demonstration will gather in front 
of Immigration Canal 
headquarters at 1010 St-Antoine 
West (metro Bonaventure) at 1pm, 
and march through the streets of 
downtown Montreal to the 
headquarters of the Immigration 
and Refugee Board at the Complexe’ 
Guy-Favreau. Please spread the 
word about this demonstration. 
Please contact nooneisillegal@tao.ca 
if you would like to help mobilize ~ 
the march. 


Concordia University’s Oscar Petersen 
Concert Hall (Loyola Campus, 7141 
Sherbrooke St. West — take the Shuttle 
Bus or Bus 105 from Vendome Metro to 
get there from downtown). Free 


admission for students with ID, general 
admission $5. Show begins each night 
at 8 pm. 


directed by Jeri Brown, Bringin’ it Back: Director Jeri Brown (sealed) and her 


runs November 13-15 at amazing cast 
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Attac 


by Aaron Maté, VP Campaigns 


The Bush administration's plans 


. to bomb Iraq pose the threat of a grave 


tragedy for the country and beyond. 
The injustice of the situation is 
compounded by the fact that there has 
already been.a horrific tragedy there 
over the past decade. Since the Gulf 
War, Iraq has suffered US-UK-led 
bombings and sanctions that have 
destroyed much of its vital 
infrastructure and denied its people 
vital medical and food supplies. The 
brutal campaign has caused the deaths 
of over 400,000 Iraqi civilians, 
according to conservative estimates. 

A Threat to Whom? 

That this devastated nation is 
under the rule of a brutal, murderous 
dictator that should be deposed is a 
given; that it should be bombed to 
achieve this end, causing even more 
death and destruction to its people, is 
the question that should’ be 
considered. 

It is widely recognized that 
Saddam Hussein poses next to no 
threat to anyone beyond his own 
borders. As Scott Ritter, former chief 
weapons inspector of the United 
Nations Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on Iraq, writes in 
Newsday, by late-1998, the UN 
inspection team "could account for 
[the elimination of] 90 percent to 95 
percent of Iraq's proscribed 
weaponry.” The remaining 5-10% 
could well have been been destroyed, 
Ritter _ notes, but "continued 
manipulation of the UNSCOM 
inspection process by the United 
States" thwarted his team’s efforts to 
do so, "[leading] to a fabricated crisis 
that had nothing to do with legitimate 
disarmament." Indeed, after "ordering 
UNSCOM inspectors out of Iraq" in 
December 1998, the US-UK launched a 
three-day military attack (Operation 
Desert Fox), in which "the majority of 
the targets bombed were derived from 
the unique access the UNSCOM 
inspectors had enjoyed in Iraq, and 
had more to do with the security of 
Saddam Hussein than weapons of 
mass destruction. Largely because of 
this, Iraq has to date refused to allow 
inspectors back to work." (my 
emphasis) 

In addition, should Saddam even 
have such weapons of mass 
destruction, there is little reason to 
think that he would use them. As 
Noam Chomsky has pointed out, "As 
has been obvious all along, and 
pointed out repeatedly by strategic 
analysts, if anyone wants to cause 
immense damage in the US, including 
weapons of mass destruction, they are 
highly unlikely to launch a missile 
attack, .thus guaranteeing their 
immediate destruction. There are 
innumerable easier ways that are 
basically unstoppable," as the attacks 
of September 11 showed. 

Fraudulent accusations 

After much initial hype, the other 
pretext — that of an Iraqi link to Al- 
Quaeda, has now been quietly laid to 


rest. Thus after many weeks of 
prominent attention given to a 
supposed meeting between 


Mohammed Atta, alleged ringleader of 
the 9/11 highjackers and a _high- 
ranking Iraqi official in the Czech 
republic, the business section of the 
New York Times reported on October 
26, 2001 that "Czech officials said they 
had been asked by Washington to 
comb their records to determine 
whether Mr. Atta met with an Iraqi 
diplomat or agent here. They said they 


had told the United States they found - 


no evidence of any such meeting. ... 


Petr Necas, chairman 
parliamentary defense aes 
said, ‘I haven't seen any direct 
evidence that Mr. Atta met any Iraqi 
agent’." Indeed, as Kenneth Pollack, a 
former US National Security Council 
official told the Wall Street Journal on 
October 23, “It would be the dumbest 
thing in the world for Saddam to be 
supporting anti-US terrorism right 
now, and most of what’ve seen from 
him suggests that he recognizes this.” 

As such, all that we really do 
know of Iraq’s millitary for certain is 
that “the Iraqi military is a pale 
reflection of the Iraqi force that rushed 
into Kuwait in August 1990," as 
Michael R. Gordon writes in the New 
York Times (August 26). "Because of 
the UN embargo, the Iraqis have not 
been able to buy new weapons", while 
their army of 350,000 soldiers "is about 
a third of its size at the start of the Gulf 
War." 

A selective memory 

What this disparity can tell us 
about the current danger of Iraq’s 
forces can be understood well by 
considering its achievements even 
when at its strongest, pre-Gulf War 
capacity. This is an issue that we need 
not look too far to understand, given 
the fact that "The United States 
provided the Government of Iraq with 
‘dual use’ licensed materials which 
assisted in the development of Iraqi 
chemical, biological, and missile- 
system programs, including: chemical 
warfare agent precursors; chemical 
warfare agent production facility plans 
and technical drawings (provided as 
pesticide production facility plans); 
chemical warhead filling equipment; 


The only. way that the US will 
allow a diplomatic resolution to 
the pending war on Iraq is if 
Saddam Hussein voluntarily 
allows entry into his country 
and private compounds the 
forces of a country that has 
clearly expressed its intentions 
to overthrow and/or 
assassinate him. 


biological warfare related materials; 
missile fabrication equipment; and, 
missile-system guidance equipment", 
quoting the conclusions of a 1994 


report conducted by the United States . 


Senate Committee on 
Housing and Urban Affairs. 
As a front-page article in the New 
York Times explains on August 17th, 
the "covert American program during 
the Reagan administration provided 
critical battle assistance" (as did the 
successive George Bush Sr. 
administration), to Saddam during his 
war with Iran, as the US "decided it 
was imperative that Iran be thwarted, 
so it could not overrun the important 
oil-producing states in the Persian 
Gulf." Not that the concern applied to 
the case at hand, since it was Saddam 
that attacked first, with US 
encouragement. The _ assistance 
continued even after "Iraq did turn its 
chemical weapons against the Kurdish 
population of northern Iraq", as we 
also read, although with no further 
comment, thus omitting the amount of 
casualties estimated to be between 
2500 to 5000 in the town of Halabja 
alone in March 1988. The US reacted 
to the gassings by increasing support 
and aid for its close friend in Baghdad. 
Yet despite this assistance, as well 
as support from the United Kingdom, 


Banking, 


ing Iraq’ 


France, and even the Soviet [4 
Union, Saddam was unable to f 
“overrun” Iran. How he 
stands to be a bigger threat in 
2002 with an army at one 
third of the size that he had 
back when he was George 


Bush I’s_ good friend is 
anyone’s guess. 
The real threat 


The record also bears 
considerably on a second 


which justifications for attack are 
based. One way to determine the 
merits of one’s ability to carry out on a 
professed principle is to consider 
whether one has adhered to it. As 
Chomsky also points out, "As a matter 
of logic, principles cannot be 
selectively upheld... We do not admire 
Saddam Hussein as a man of principle 
when he condemns Israel’s annexation 
of the Syrian Golan Heights, nor do his 
laments over human rights abuses in 
the occupied territories encourage our 
hopes for a kinder, gentler world." The 
same can be said for George Bush and 
any of his successors over the last long 
while, who have used weapons of mass 
destruction, including nuclear and 
chemical, on millions of innocent 
civilians, and have funded, trained, and 
supplied countless other brutal 
regimes in their atrocities against 
millions more, a number that includes 
tens of thousands of victims of Saddam 
Hussein. 

Of course, total hypocrisy does 
not completely disqualify one from 
being able to take action on a 
professed principle. But it can, at 
minimum, place a great burden of 
proof on those that do not follow what 
they preach, particularly when the 
consequences of action can be serious, 
as in the case at hand. 

The case for attacking Iraq 
doesn’t even approach meeting this 
burden. Promising diplomatic options 
still exist, although the Bush 
administration has done its best to 
negate them. The wording favoured by 
the US for a UN Security Council 
Resolution on returning weapons 
inspectors to Iraq, with non- 
compliance punishable by force, 
virtually guarantees the impossibility 
of any future inspections. 

In_ addition to the demand that 
Iraq provide Unmovic [United Nations 
Monitoring, Verification and 
Inspection Commission] and I.A.E.A. 
(International Atomic Energy Agency) 
full access to all sites, including 
Saddam’s presidential grounds -- a 
demand that Iraq has expressed its 
willingness to accept these conditions, 
(although we cannot know how 
seriously since their offers have been 
instantly rejected), the US is also 
demanding that “Unmovic§ and 
I.A.E.A. shall determine the personnel 
on their inspection teams,” who “shall 
be provided regional bases and 
operating bases throughout Iraq, 
including offices for inspection teams 
in regions outside of Baghdad and 
“accompanied at their bases. by 
sufficient U.N. security guards”, forces 
that may include those from “UN 
member states.” By definition, and as 
has been made clear, this “personnel” 
and “security” force from “UN member 
gtates” could thus include US and UK 
troops. 

Thus, the only way that the US 
will allow a diplomatic resolution to 
the pending war on Iraq is if Saddam 
Hussein voluntarily allows entry into 
his country and private compounds 
the forces of a country that has clearly 
expressed its intentions to overthrow 
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A Baghdad children’s hospital. Under US-UK 
crucial issue at hand, that imposed sanctions, Iraq has been denied vital 


being the principle upon Medicines. 


and/or assassinate him. He must also 
allow them unrestricted access to any 
of his palaces, and let them set up air 
bases wherever they like. 

The US has made clear that these 
demands are not negotiable: the only 
debate really going on is over when 
they will force the Security Council to 
vote on them. As Julia Preston reports 
in the New York Times (October 26), 
“While the American diplomats 
signaled that they had no immediate 
plans for a vote, they made it clear that 
Washington was not prepared to 
consider major changes to the draft or 
formally discuss any other.” 

And regardless of what the 
Security Council may decide, it has 
already been told that its vote is 
irrelevant. “American officials argued 
that they did not need a Security 
Council resolution to attack Baghdad 
because President Bush had already 
secured the necessary authorization 
from Congress,” Preston adds. “They 
said their goal was to get United 
Nations backing for tough weapons 
inspections.” 

Dangerous prospects 

Although the prospect of an Iraq 
without Saddam Hussein is a positive 
one, that does not mean that it’s worth 
the likely high civilian death toll that 
would likely result. Nor is it worth the 
danger that such a provocation to 
Saddam and other anti-US elements 
would provide to retaliate. 

And despite all the rhetoric of 
freedom and democracy for the Iraqi 
people, there is no reason to expect a 
different outcome than that recently 
explained by the New York Times (Oct. 
10), which reports that "The White 
House is developing a detailed plan... 
to install an American-led military 
government in Iraq if the United States 
topples Saddam Hussein. In the initial 
phase, Iraq would be governed by an 
American military commander... who 
would assume the role that Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur served in Japan 
after its surrender in 1945.” Although 
this is not the picture of freedom and 
democracy that one envisions for a 
liberated, democratic Iraq, it will 
nonetheless serve its purpose: “For as 
long as the coalition partners 
administered Iraq,” we read, “they 
would essentially control the second- 
largest proven reserves of oil in the 
world, nearly 11 percent of the total." 

Herein lies a more likely 
motivation for the current efforts to 
attack Iraq. But as ominous as their 
likely consequences may seem, the 
tragedy can be still be thwarted. 
Whether this will happen lies almost 
entirely in the hands of. the Western 
public, whose leadership has shown 
only ‘the strictest adherence to 
rejectionism and violence. The fate of 
many numbers of Iraqis — not to 
mention others, ourselves certainly 
included, given the possible long-term 
consequences, will very well depend 
on our ability to curb this tendency. 


THE CONCORDIA 
MORATORIUM - Q &A 


by the Concordia Student Union 
Executive 


What is the moratorium? 

In response to the anti- 
Netanyahu protests, Concordia’s 
Board of Governors has passed 
resolutions that have banned ALL 
activity of ALL student clubs and 
outside groups on the Mezzanine and 
in the lobby. This means no more 
tabling, cultural events, job fairs, book 
and poster sales, in two of the most 
vital areas of Concordia student life. 
They also banned all Israel-Palestine 
related activity anywhere campus — no 
discussions, no tables, no lectures, no 
posters, nothing. Further, they also 
granted Rector Frederick Lowy the 
right to bypass the university's Code 
of Rights and Responsibilities and 
expel any student without due 
process, for infractions that include 
breaking the moratorium. 


Do we need a moratorium? 

There is no doubt that the Israel- 
Palestine issue is a contentious one on 
campus. But the answer is not to shut 
it up — it is to recognize where both 
sides are coming from, and to work at 
mediation between them. Free 
expression and debate are staples of 


prepnainese ates. 
SILENCE! 


< . ae 
University deman 
pot you renounce your 


civil liberties. 


that we had over the event taking 
place on the downtown campus. 


How can the CSU executive 
condemn the administration for 
denying free speech to students, 
when they haven’t condemned the 
anti-Netanyahu protests for doing 
so? Isn’t that hypocritical? 

The CSU exec is split on this 
issue, along with the student body. 
Some hold that because many 
students consider Netanyahu to be a 
racist murderer, then who are we to 
condem them for trying to shut him 
down, as hate speech (and murder) is 
banned under Canadian law? Others 
think that no one has the right to 
decide what speech is permissible or 
not, and that students have the right 
to bring in who they like, even if other 
students think that person is a war 
criminal. 


Didn’t members of the CSU 
executive take part in the protests? 
Doesn’t that show an unfair bias? 

All CSU Executive members 
were present at the protests, and 
some of us took part. Although we 
are elected to represent all students, 
that doesn’t mean that we aren’t 
entitled to have our own personal 


~ 


Who's defending freedom of specct: move 


SILENCE! 


The University demands 
that you renounce your 


civil liberties. 


Members of the CSU Exec strike a pose for the cause 


- Photo by Mike Pochwat 


any democratic and free institution, 
and Concordia’s administration is 
commiting a grave injustice by 
imposing a ban on those issues that 
they don’t want to see discussed. 
Worse, there is no excuse for shutting 
down the right of all student clubs to 
table or put on events in the two vital 
areas of campus life, the lobby and the 
Mezzanine. The moratorium has 
affected the activities of many student 
clubs. Concordia Swing Dance 
Society, for example, hasn’t been able 
to dance anywhere in over three 
weeks! 


Did the CSU try and block 
Netanyahu from speaking? 
Quite the contrary. The CSU 


originally had the booking for the 
room in which Netanyahu was 
scheduled to speak on September 9th. 
We had done so in preperation for our 
Orientation Festival, which was to be 
held the same week of the speech. 
When the organizers of the speech 
asked us if we could give our booking 
to them, we did have our concerns. 
But instead of imposing them and 
denying a student club their right to 
bring in a speaker, we gave up our 
booking of the room to them. We then 
took our concerns to _ the 
administration, and conveyed to them, 
as did the Montreal police, Concordia 
security and other Concordia 


administrators, of the safety concerns : 


political views. Those of us that were 
protesting were affirming our rights 
to have them. The problem only 
occurs when we abuse our positions 
in student government and put our 
own personal beliefs and agendas 
over the rights of the students that we 
represent. 


Has the CSU pledged to 
support those charged with 
offenses during the protests, even 


non-students? 
The CSU Council of 


Representatives, the union’s highest 
decision-making body has passed 
motions that affirm that the CSU will 
pay the legal fees of those students 
charged with offenses during the 
protests. The principle behind this is 
that the union is here to support its 
members, and there is a legal budget 
to provide for that. As for non- 
students, there is no mention of 
offering them any kind of financial 
support, only “support” and “help”. 
This is meant to entail assisting them 
in finding a lawyer, providing them 
access to videotape of the event, etc. 
Ultimately, no non-students have been 
charged, so the point is moot. 


Why has the CSU condemned 


the administration so much? 
The CSU has joined with the 


Concordia Part-Time Faculty 
Association, Amnesty International, 


The Table... The flyers... The 20-deep police convoy... 


Exclusive! Behind the 
Manhunt that coe Yves 


Engler, the Studen 


by the UNabridged 


On Wednesday, October 16th, 
CSU Vice President Communications 
Yves Engler was arrested at 
Concordia University and taken away 
in a convoy of twenty (20!!) police 
vehicles, most of them filled with riot 
cops. What sinister act could have 
warranted such a massive showing of 
the authorities/use of taxpayers’ 
money? The Unabridged uncovers 
the details in this _ exclusive 
investigation. 
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Leaving no stone unturned, police 
gather Grucial video evidence 


The crime scene: As part of 
the moratorium passed by 
Concordia’s Board of Governors to 
protect students from being able to 
express themselves, all student 
activity had been banned on the 
Mezzanine, long a vital and active 
area of Concordia student life. The 
Mezz has seen its share of illicit 
student activity before: two years ago, 
when —_ Concordia’s Board’ of 
Governors passed a rule decreeing 
that all events on campus serving food 
had to be catered by mega- 
corporation..Sodexho .Merriot. (who 
would go on to achieve prominence 
for its “Food Poison Fest ‘02” in 
Winter 2002, when over twenty 
Concordia students on forced meal 
plans got ill off the cafeteria chicken), 
Concordia students engaged in a 
massive “Cheese-in”, where they 
served non-Sodexo food (especially 
cheese, for some reason) and drank 
non-Sodexo beverages. No arrests 
were made. 

The motive: Engler, trying to 
raise awareness of the upcoming 
student strike against the Free 
Trade Agreement of the Americas; 
decided he’d do so by handing out 
leaflets at an information table. 
Apparently it’s a common tactic in the 
world-wide network of people that 
hand out information. 

The weapon: Engler, sitting on 
a wooden chair at a white folding 
table, white table, had pamphlets 
entitled “Hemispheric Day of Action & 
Student Strike” “Stop the FTAA” 
“Calendar of Events”, and related 
posters. 

The arrest: Engler had been at 
his table for an hour when police 
arrived on the scene. In a chilling 


Tabler! 


Busted! Justice catches up to Engler 


show of defiance, he calmly told them 
that he was sitting at a table 
handing out flyers at his university, 
“which I have every right to do.” By 
this time a crowd of students and 
media assembled to watch this 
thrilling stand-off. Despite the 
severity of Engler’s crime, the police 
chose to back off and wait three hours 
before every media outlet had left. At 
approximately 6:30 pm, Engler 
returned to his office. No sooner had 
he gone to check his e-mail, perhaps 
under the impression that he had 
escaped the rule of law, when a group 
of officers, video cameras in hand, 
barged in and arrested’ him. 
Unfortunately, a cunning news crew 
had stayed behind in anticipation of 
the police’s attempts to evade them. 
Thus viewers across the country got 
to watch Engler led out to a waiting 
convoy of twenty (20!!) police 
vehicles, most filled with riot cops. 
The sentence: Engler was 
placed in the back seat of a caged 
police sedan. The convoy proceeded 
to drive a little more than a block 
away, where he was given a warning 
not to do that again, and promptly 
dropped off, uncharged. One can 


Mission accomplished: the culprit in hand, the 
20 police vehicles continue on into the night. 
Engler is dropped off a block away. 


imagine how much longer the police 
convoy would have been had they 
chosen to drive him all the way to jail! 

The escape: Engler walked 
back to school, but didn’t enter 
because he had a court injunction 
banning him from _ entering 
Concordia. He came back the next 
day, and has been seen tabling since. 


and countless other groups and 
individuals that have blamed the 
administration for numerous actions 
that have endangered student safety 
and denied student rights. We 
condemn Rector Frederick Lowy for 
allowing the Netanyahu event to take 
place at the downtown campus, even 
though members of the Montreal 
police and his own administration 
advised him against it. We condemn 
him for bringing riot police into the 
school, who assaulted protesters that 
had occupied the lobby escalators, and 


fired tear gas at them that forced the 
evacuation of thousands of students 
from the Hall building. Some students 
that attempted to leave the building 
were caught trapped inside, as the 
police had closed off exits. And we 
condemn them for choosing to deal 
with all of this by imposing a 
moratorium that punishes students for 
the admnin’s own mistakes, banning 
students’ rights to free expression, 
university space, and due process. 


Concordia Governance - A Carnival of Reaction 


byAdam Slater, CSU Councilor 


Rector Fredrick Lowy was able to 
insist to Senate with a straight face 
that “the University’s core mission not 
be subverted by political activities that 
impinge on the majority of Concordia 


students who- consider’ these 
undesirable.” How the massive 
security requirements to _ host 


Netanyahu, the crossing of scores of 
fully armed riot cops, and walking 
under snipers positioned on rooftops 
to reach classes, squares with this 
narrowly defined “core mission,” is 
anyone’s guess. 

But we can also ask whether the 
invitation to Netanyahu, who has 
suggested that Palestinians forged 
their genealogies, was at all conducive 
to the wider definition of the 
university’s “core mission” enshrined 
in its actual mission statement: 
“Concordia is ... a community where 
values of equality, non-discrimination 
and tolerance of diversity are 
appreciated and actively promoted. 
Furthermore, we are committed to 
responsible and innovative leadership 
in fulfilling the mission of universities 
to develop and disseminate 
knowledge and values and to act as a 
social critic.” How this statement 
condones inviting a speaker who 
bemoaned the failure of the Israeli 
government to ethnically cleanse 
Palestinians while the world’s 
attention was centred on _ the 
Tiananmen Square Massacre _ is 
likewise open to question. 

Be that as it may, Concordia 
would claim on its website that this 
was to be a “normal day.” Normal, 
perhaps, for those attending Beijing 
University in 1989, or Bir Zeit 
University today, but as the Concordia 
University Inter-Union Council stated, 
“there is nothing ‘normal’ about 150 
armed security forces, the presence of 


The truth is that Lowy threw to 
the wind his obligation of due 
diligence. 


tear gas and riot police on campus.” 
This statement by Concordia’s staff 
and faculty unions highlights the 
administration’s obligation to follow 
its “Environmental Health and Safety 
Policy” under which it must “give first 
priority to safe working 
conditions...and enforcement of safe 
practices in the planning, budgeting, 
direction and discharge of all 
operations.” CUPFA, representing 
Concordia’s part-time faculty, pointed 
out that “security forces ... did all they 
could with the decision from Dr. Lowy 
to hold the event despite their own 
warnings and concerns and the need 
to cancel classes.” 

The Rector’s first impulse when 
faced with these allegations at the 
Sept. 12th public forum was to deny 
that he ever received a negative risk 
assessment. The very next day in 
Senate, however, he answered that 
there was indeed a negative risk 
assessment, but that security gave him 
the go ahead if they hired more 
officers and brought in the police. 
However, the only risk assessment on 
paper, Dr. Lowy said and Mr. Di 
Grappa confirmed, was negative. Are 
we to trust, then, Dr. Lowy’s word that 
he did indeed receive a second (how 
many do you need?) risk assessment 
orally, when he failed to tell the truth 
just the previous evening? And now 
Michael Di Grappa and Darren 
Dumoulin (the ringer called in for the 
missing Director of Security Jean 
Brisebois) claim that there was never 
any risk assessment on paper. 
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But this is merely the mystical 
shell. The truth is that Lowy threw to 
the wind his obligation of due 
diligence. Concordia’s Internal 
Responsibility System on health and 
safety issues holds that safety is a “line 
function” where every level shares 
responsibility, “with the “level of 
responsibility corresponding] to level 
of authority.” This means that those 
who have the authority to make 
decisions affecting safety be 
responsible for ensuring safety. 
Whether you feel that Hillel, SPHR, or 
the CSU should take some blame, in 
the final analysis, the only body with 
the power to make this decision was 
the Rector’s Cabinet, who, along with 
the Board of Governors, bears 
“ultimate responsibility” down the line 
according to. university policy 
(granted, this does not make for 
sensational headlines). 

Instead of accepting _ this 
responsibility, however, Dr. Lowy 
worked constantly to deflect it. In 
Senate, he deferred his own liability to 
the behaviour of protestors, even as it 
was pointed out to him by ‘faculty and 
students alike that such behaviour had 


been predicted by just about every © 


concerned group. And then the coup, 
the Board of Governors passed its 
three commandments: the banning of 
tabling in the lobby and the Mezz, the 
moratorium on free expression and 
authoritarian powers of expulsion for 
the Rector (somehow they read and 
judiciously considered this six page 
policy in five minutes). The Rector, 
while refusing to take responsibility 
himself, now suggested to all students 
that it was instead they who weren't 
responsible enough to exercise what 
had long been their rights as students 
of Concordia. 

In the ensuing weeks, the 
Concordia Council on Student Life 
(the university's second highest non- 
academic body) passed resolutions 
calling on the BoG to rescind the 
moratorium and the ban on tabling, 
while Senate (the university’s highest 
academic body) passed resolutions 
calling on the BoG to repeal the 
Rector’s new powers and_ the 
moratorium. Two other student- 
motivated motions were _ before 
Senate, but quorum was lost due to a 
walkout by administrators and some 
full-time faculty. With these victories 
in hand, many were confident that the 
BoG would see the need to reconsider 
what it had rubberstamped. Yet this 
was not to be the case. 

Now even the Rector claimed to 
support a “sequential” lifting of some 
of these measures. In a report to the 
BoG, the Rector seemed ready to 
compromise, recommending and 
presenting a series of motions that 
would ease some aspects of the 
moratorium, while falling short of full 
implementation of student and faculty 
demands. Although these 
recommendations sought to 
supercede those by CCSL and Senate, 
and the Rector even suggested to the 
BoG that they disregard Senate, they 
seemed at least an attempt at 
compromise. 

* But the Board tabled all of Lowy’s 
motions, as well as those of student 
representative Chae Dickie-Clarke 
supporting CCSL and Senate. Along 
with this, they had the audacity to also 
table the collection of fee levies for 
CJLO radio and the Concordian 
newspaper which were approved by 
students themselves in the last 
referendum. Dr. Lowy, once in the 
strong position of a chief executive 
with the full confidence of his Board 
now found himself, following a 
carnival of reaction, on the verge of 


: 


being voted down by them. 

This is never an_ enviable 
situation in governance: it constitutes 
a slap in the face and a vote of non- 
confidence and is often followed by 
the resignation or replacement of the 
chief executive. Dr. Lowy, due largely 
to the ridicule heaped on Concordia 
by the media after its arrest of CSU VP 


. Yves Engler for handing out materials 
. critical of the FTAA, was able to gain a 


small concession from the Board: the 
lifting of the tabling ban on the Mezz. 

While the 
Department wrote an announcement 
well worthy to be studied in Dennis 
Murphy’s Propaganda course, 
suggesting that this was “a first step” 
in the “gradual easing of the 
restrictions,” this was far from the 
truth. In reality, the Rector’s motion 
requesting the power to gradually 
ease the moratorium was defeated; he 
was indeed voted down by his Board. 
Of course, this is not evident from the 
announcement. Furthermore, the 
continuing ban on tabling in the lobby 
is gratuitous; the Board based this 
motion on the proposition that the 
tables constituted a fire hazard, 
something that Fire and Public Safety 
Officer Normand Lanthier denied in 
CES: 

Most worrisome, Kouever: is the 
review of the Code of Rights and 
Responsibilities by a Committee of the 
BoG. Such a review risks eliminating 
entirely student representation in 
judgment pools, and hence the 
principle of judgment by one’s peers. 
This would make it extremely likely 
that a revised Code could be used for 
political purposes to expel student 
activists fighting for lower tuition, or 
indeed for Palestinian human rights. 

In 1999, the CSU won wide 
support in the form of a university- 
wide referendum vote for a strike 
demanding an elected Board of 
Governors composed of 1/3 students, 


university's PR . 
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1/3 support staff and 1/3 faculty. 
Apparently, students felt that the 
multi-millionaires running _ their 
school had no conception of the 
student poverty wrought by their fee 
increases. As currently constituted, 
the BoG consists of 23 self-appointed 
members representing the 
“Community-at-Large” (mostly 
officers of large corporations such as 
Quebecor World Inc., Canderel Ltd., 
Bell Helicopter Textron, etc.), An 
additional Officer of the Board (Eric 
Molson), 3 alumni representatives 
(odd since many community-at-large 


Concordia’s BoG has become 
a referee constantly in the way 
of the puck. 


members are alumni), 6 teaching staff 
reps, 1 grad student rep, 4 undergrad 
reps, and one administrative and 
support staff representative 

How are students to take the time 
out of their busy study regimes to 
participate in a decision-making body 
only to be ignored by the corporate 
heavyweights on the Board? How can 
students possibly be expected to pay 
attention to the Rector’s remarks in 
Senate if they are, for all intents. and 
purposes, ineffectual dead branches 
under the shadow of an obdurate 
BoG? Ideally, a Board sets broad 
policy and the executive undertakes 
day-to-day operations; but in voting 
down their chief executive amid 
tabling matters such as the results of 
student referenda, Concordia’s BoG 
has become a referee constantly in the 
way of the puck. There are three 
solutions to this paralysis deriving 
from undue interference by the Board: 
the Rector must resign, be sacked, or 
fight on the side of students to take 
back their university, democratize the 
Board and make their representation 
more equal, effectual and just. 


In collaboration with a Matters. 
Deadline is January 6. 


Under the curatorial direction of 
Fine Arts students Robin “Bob” 
Simpson and Mathieu Conway, 
Concordia’s VAV Gallery (VA 
building, 1395 Rene-Levesque) 
continues to impress. It is well worth 
the short walk down Crescent St. to 
check out all the amazing work that 
Concordia’s Fine Arts students are 
producing. Here’s a run-down of 


some the VAV’s upcoming events, 


and deadlines for you to submit work 
of your own: 


CUBE - Students are invited to 
submit works limited to one square 
foot, which will then be sold as part 
of a Fine Arts students’ fund raising 
auction. You get half of whatever 
your piece sells for! There’s a $10 fee 
to have it displayed, deadline to 
pay/register is November 8th. 
Auction goes down on November 
24th. 


WINTER TERM - To be considered 
to have your work featured in a show 
in the VAV gallery for the winter 
term, submit a dossier of your work 
by November 15. Group shows take 
priority. One selected student will be 
given financial support and a two- 
week exhibit of their work as part of 
a separate Production Grant. 


CORPORATE ART SHOW - Looking 
for work that is minimal, banal and 
successful. — Guest artists: 
FutureFarmers, San Francisco, USA. 
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PERFORMANCE ART WEEK - 5 
days of spectacle, at venues all across 
the Concordia campus. In 
collaboration with Art Matters. . 
Deadline i is January 6th. . 


Orridge 

This year's visiting artist is the 
seminal cultural engineer, Genesis P- | 
Orridge. In conjunction with his new 
book, Painful But Fabulous, Genesis 
P-Orridge will spend a week in 
Febuary interacting with the 
students, through an in gallery 
performance, lectures, studio visits 
and a retrospective of his lush 
year career. 


“Genesis has been an invaluable 
pioneer in developing a new 
language, a tremendous influence." 

-- Dr Timothy Leary 


For more’ information and 
applications contact the VAV gallery 
at: VAV GALLERY, 1395 Rene- 
Levesque, VA-033 (SGW), 
514.848.7388, aia ei bo com 


Gulley hours are : 
Mon-Fri 10hr - 22hr — 
Office hours are : 
Monday 12hr - 18hr 


